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2022 Summary
• Near Record Monsoon in the 4 Corners
• Upper and Lower Snow levels were above average
• Temperature across the area were above average
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How Fire Spreads & Grows

• Topography
• Fuels
• Weather
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Dead Fuels:

• 1   Hr 0- ¼”

• 10 Hr ¼” – 1”

• 100 Hr 1”-3”

• 1,000 Hr 3”-8”

• 10,000 Hr 8” +  
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http://wfas.net/index.php/dead-fuel-moisture-moisture--drought-38

http://wfas.net/index.php/dead-fuel-moisture-moisture--drought-38
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http://wfas.net/index.php/dead-fuel-moisture-moisture--drought-38

http://wfas.net/index.php/dead-fuel-moisture-moisture--drought-38
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https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/

https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/
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https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/resources/data-and-reports/snow-
and-climate-monitoring-predefined-reports-and-maps

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/resources/data-and-reports/snow-and-climate-monitoring-predefined-reports-and-maps
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/resources/data-and-reports/snow-and-climate-monitoring-predefined-reports-and-maps
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https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/

https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
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Very Good chance 
of El Nino for 2023

Potential late but 
‘normal’ monsoons 
for 2023
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BLM Lightning Detection
Satellite Heat Detection

https://modis.gsfc.nasa.gov/data/dataprod
/mod14.php

https://modis.gsfc.nasa.gov/data/dataprod/mod14.php
https://modis.gsfc.nasa.gov/data/dataprod/mod14.php
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https://www.predictiveservices.nifc.gov/outlooks/outlooks.htm

https://www.predictiveservices.nifc.gov/outlooks/outlooks.htm
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911 Dispatch Center
Non emergency # (970-
385-2900)
• Fire Departments
• Law enforcement

Interagency Dispatch Center 
(970-385-1324)

• Fires on Federal Lands

Ned Daly – 2021
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Helpful information for 
dispatch:

• Location
• Color of smoke
• Flames visible
• Potential cause
• Proximity to homes
• Callback number and info
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911 is quickest way to get 
firefighter response!

• Firefighters will determine 
ownership as needed and 
work to suppress fire 
regardless of ownership

• LPC Mutual Aid agreements 
allow interagency 
collaboration



Durango Interagency Dispatch

Rocky Mountain Coordination Center (Lakewood, CO)

National Interagency Coordination Center (Boise, ID)

GBCC SWCC NRCC NWCC SACC NWCC NOCC SOCC AKCC
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National Interagency Fire Center

https://www.predictiveservices.nifc.gov/outlooks/outlooks.htm
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DFPD Wildfire Division

• 4 Full time employees

• 18 seasonal employees

• 8 IMT members

DFPD Daily Staffing

• Approx 26 firefighters 24/7 

https://durangofire.org/wildland-fire/

https://durangofire.org/wildland-fire/
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• WIIN Grant

• CO-SWAP

• 13 Million in funding to San Juan 
National Forest 

• City Open Space

• County lands

• Pile Burning Program

https://www.co.laplata.co.us/departments/emergency_m
anagement/cdphe___epa_grant.php

https://www.co.laplata.co.us/departments/emergency_m
anagement/coswap.php

https://www.co.laplata.co.us/departments/emergency_management/cdphe___epa_grant.php
https://www.co.laplata.co.us/departments/emergency_management/cdphe___epa_grant.php
https://www.co.laplata.co.us/departments/emergency_management/coswap.php
https://www.co.laplata.co.us/departments/emergency_management/coswap.php
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References:

National Interagency Fire Center (NIFC), Predictive Services 
https://www.nifc.gov/nicc/predictive/outlooks/outlooks.htm

Rocky Mountain Coordination Center (RMCC), RMA Predictive Services
https://gacc.nifc.gov/rmcc/outlooks1.php

Colleen Haskill, CH (2023 May 4th.   RMA Seasonal Briefing Video [Slides 3-9].
Rocky Mountain Area Coordination Center – Predictive Services 

United States Forest Service – Wildfire Assessment System (WFAS)
http://wfas.net/

https://www.nifc.gov/nicc/predictive/outlooks/outlooks.htm
https://gacc.nifc.gov/rmcc/outlooks1.php
http://wfas.net/
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