
SEEDING YOUR 
LANDSCAPE

For Beauty, Health and Wildfire Mitigation

 
Kendra Brewer



700 ACRE FARM Near Pleasantview

• GROW NAITVE VARIETIES 

OF FLOWERS AND 

GRASSES FOR SEED



SOUTHWEST SEED CLEANING FACILITY 

AND OFFICE 

between Dolores and Cortez

• Clean and store seed

• Seed sales 

• Agriculture

• Reclamation

• Landscaping

• Homeowners



SEEDING DISCLAIMER



WHY SEED?

Cover Bare Ground

• Reduce erosion

• Weed control

• Habitat

• Beauty

Replace existing vegetation 

that isn’t serving needs 

• water use 

• flammability

 



WHAT TO PLANT:

Seed Categories
GERMINATES IN 45° – 55° COOL SEASON VS WARM SEASON GERMINATE IN 55° - 65°

EACH SUCCESSFUL SEED IS A 

DISTINCT PLANT.

BUNCH GRASS VS SOD FORMER EACH SUCCESSFUL SEED CAN 

SPREAD RUNNERS LATERALLY

NARROW BLADE TYPE LEAF GRASSES VS FORBS BROADLEAVES, FLOWERS

ABLE TO SURVIVE ON LESS 

H2O

DRYLAND VS IRRIGATED NEEDS SUPPLEMENTAL H2O

PLANTS FROM OTHER PARTS 

OF THE WORLD

INTRODUCED VS NATIVE PLANTS THAT EXISTED LOCALLY 

BEFORE NEW SPECIES ARRIVED

PLANTS THAT LIVE 1 SEASON 

THEN DIE

ANNUAL VS PERENNIAL PLANTS THAT RETURN YEAR 

AFTER YEAR FROM ROOTS



Season of Green up

Cool Season grasses Warm Season grasses

Spring

Summer

GERMINATES IN 45° – 55° GERMINATE IN 55° - 65°



Arizona Fescue (Fesuca arizonica)

SPREADING GRASSBUNCH GRASS

Smooth Brome (Bromus inermis)



Grasses Forbs/ Broadleaves



DRYLAND IRRIGATED



NATIVE INTRODUCED





NATIVE INTRODUCED



PERENNIALS ANNUALS



FIREWISE  PLANTNING IN COLORADO

CSU Extension Factsheet 6.3.5



FOOTHILLS NATIVE MIX

• 40%  Slender Wheatgrass                            

• 20% Indian Ricegrass

• 15% Sandberg Bluegrass

• 15% Arizona Fescue

• 10% Lewis Flax

• Bonus: add Blue grama!



1.LOT #

2.PURITY ANALYSIS

3.VIABILITY ANALYSIS

4.PURE LIVE SEED 

 % of what is in the bag 

that is actual seed and 

living seed

PLS=Purity % x Viability %

5.  Test date

HOW TO READ A SEED TAG



SEEDING RATES

40 SEEDS PER SQ. FT 400 SEEDS PER SQ. FT100 SEEDS PER SQ. FT



WHEN TO PLANT

• Winter dormant

• Spring

• Late Summer/ Early Fall



GERMINATION



WARM SEASON VS COOL SEASON PLANTS

Cool Season grasses Warm Season grasses

Spring

Late Summer/Early Fall

Winter Dormant

GERMINATES IN 45° – 55° GERMINATE IN 55° - 65°

Late Spring thru Mid Summer



THE PERFECT WORLD OF PLANTING
• Most seed needs to be planted ¼” – ½” deep.

• Virtually all seed in the Arid Southwest MUST be covered with 
soil.

• Seeds do best with the soil ‘packed’ around it to hold warm 
temperatures and moisture around the seed.

• Since none of us live in the perfect world – we aim for the 
best we can manage.

What are the Basic Needs for Germination?

1. Good Seed

2. Water

3. Soil Temperature



THE BASICS 
OF SOIL 
HEALTH



SOIL PREP AND SEEDING

GOALS:
• Minimize soil disturbance

• Plant seed under

•  1/4-1/2 inch of soil

• Minimize weed growth

 



SOIL PREP AND SEEDING

METHODS:

DRILL SEEDING

 One pass!

BROADCAST SEEDING

 Level  

 Rake---Seed---Rake

 Lightly tamp or roll



WATERING



A WORD ABOUT WEEDS



LET IT GROW



RESEEDING/ OVERSEEDING

More challenging than starting from scratch
• Hard to get seed under ¼ inch of soil

• Danger of damaging existing plants

• Allelopathic plants

Tips to improve success rate:

• Use No-Till Drill when possible 

• Mow or graze existing vegetation first

• Rake up debris/ harrow

• Heavy seed rate 
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